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Irina Nikolaeva
Curriculum Vitae

Education

1999 Ph.D. University of Leiden, Linguistics
1997 A.B.D. University of California, San Diego, Linguistics
1988 Candidate Institute of Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences 
1985 B.A., M.A. Moscow State University 

Professional appointments 

2006-2007 Research Associate, University of Essex
2004-2006 Research Associate and Tutor in Linguistics, University of Oxford
2000-2004 Research Fellow, University of Konstanz, Germany
1998-1999 Visiting Scholar, Leiden University
1995-1997 Teaching Assistant, University of California, San Diego
1993-1995 Lecturer (part time), Central European University, Budapest
1993-1995 Lecturer (part time), University of Budapest
1993-1995 Lecturer (part time), Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest
1990-1993 Lecturer (part time), Moscow State University
1988-1993 Research Fellow, Institute of Linguistics, Russian Academy of Sciences 

Participation in funded research projects

2005-2007 On-line documentation of Udihe, sponsored by the Endangered Languages 
Fund

2005-2006 Lexicographic Documentation of Yukaghir, sponsored by the Foundation for 
Endangered Languages

2003-2006 Tundra Nenets Grammar, sponsored by the Endangered Language 
Documentation Program, SOAS

2000-2002 Endangered languages of the Pacific Rim, sponsored by the University of 
Kyoto

1990-1993 Udeghe School, Sponsored by Soros Foundation
1990-1991 Eurotype, Programme in language typology sponsored by the European 

Science Foundation
1988-1993 Dialectologia Uralica, sponsored by the Institute of Linguistics, Moscow and 

University of Hamburg

Awards and Grants

2005 Foundation for Endangered Languages grant
2005 Endangered Languages Fund grant (with Maria Tolskaya and Elena 

Perekhvalskaya)
2003 Endangered Language Documentation Program grant (with Farrell 

Ackerman and Tapani Salminen)
2004 Award for Services to the People of Yakutia from the Association of the 

Minorities of the Russian North 
2000 Award for Services to the People of Yakutia from the Yakut Ministry of 

Education 
1995-1997 Graduate fellowship, University of California, San Diego
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1993, 1998 Research grant, University of Vienna
1993 Young Researcher’s Award of the Russian Academy of Sciences
1985 M.A. diploma with honours, Moscow State University 

Research Interests

documentation of endangered languages 
field linguistics
typology 
Uralic, Altaic and Palaeosiberian linguistics 
syntax 
morphology 
information structure 
lexicalist theories of grammar 
Construction Grammar 

Publications

Books

2007 (ed.) Finiteness: Theoretical and empirical foundations. Oxford: OUP. 

2006 A Historical dictionary of Yukaghir. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.  

2003 (with Elena Perekhvalskaya and Maria Tolskaya) Udeghe (Udihe) texts. Kyoto: 
Endangered Languages of the Pacific Rim Publications. 

(with Vasilij Shalugin) Yukaghir-Russian and Russian-Yukaghir school dictionary. St. 
Petersburg: Drofa. [in Russian and Yukaghir]

2002 (with Elena Perekhvalskaya and Maria Tolskaya) Udeghe (Udihe) folk tales.  Ser. 
Tunguso-Sibirica 10. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz. 

2001 (with Maria Tolskaya) A grammar of Udihe. Mouton Grammar Library 21. Berlin: 
Mouton de Gruyter. 

2000 Chrestomathia Yukagirica. Ser. Uralisztikai tanulmányok [Uralic studies] 10.
Budapest: ELTE. [in Hungarian]

1999 Ostyak texts in the Obdorsk dialect. Wiesbaden: Otto Harassowitz. 

Ostyak. München, Newcastle: Lincom Europa. 

1997 Yukaghir texts. Szombathely: Specimina Sibirica. 

1995 The Obdorsk dialect of Ostyak. Hamburg: Mitteilungen der Societas Uralo-Altaica. 
[in Russian]

1993           (with Vasili Spiridonov) A Yukaghir primer book. Leningrad: Prosveščenie. 
 [in Yukaghir]
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1989 Folklore of the upper Kolyma Yukaghirs. Vols. 1-2. Jakutsk: JaGU. [in Yukaghir and 
Russian]

in progress (with Farrell Ackerman) Comparative grammar and grammatical theory: 

A construction-based study of morphosyntax. Stanford, Ca.: CSLI 
Publications.

(with Farrell Ackerman and Tapani Salminen) Tundra Nenets syntax. 

(with Mary Dalrymple, Ryo Otoguro and Louisa Sadler) Agreement in LFG. 
Stanford, Ca.: CSLI Publications.

(with Andrew Spencer) Morphosyntactic mismatches and mixed categories [working 
title]. Lingua. 

On-line publications

2004 Online documentation of Kolyma Yukaghir (with Thomas Mayer).

http://ling.uni-konstanz.de/pages/home/nikolaeva/documentation/index.html
Articles 

2007 Introduction. In I. Nikolaeva (ed.) Finiteness: Theoretical and empirical foundations. 
Oxford: OUP. 1-19.

Constructional Economy and non-finite independent clauses. In I. Nikolaeva (ed.) 
Finiteness: Theoretical and empirical foundations. Oxford: OUP. 138-180.

2006 (with Mary Dalrymple) Syntax of natural and accidental coordination: Evidence from 
agreement. Language  82: 824-849.

2005 (with Mary Dalrymple) Nonsubject agreement and discourse roles. Oxford University 
Working Papers in Linguistics, Philology & Phonetics 10: 73-94.

Agreement and situation construal. In: M.M.Jocelyn Fernandez-Vest (ed.) The 
Uralic languages today. A linguistics and cognitive approach. Paris: Librairie 
Honoré Champion, Editeur. 533-546.

Modifier-Head Person Concord. In: G. Booij, E. Guevara, A. Ralli, S. Sgroi & 
Sergio Scalise (eds.) Morphology and Linguistic Typology. On-line Proceedings of 
the Fourth Mediterranean Morphology Meeting (MMM4) Catania, 21-23 September 
2003. Università degli Studi di Bologna. 221-234. 
http://morbo.lingue.unibo.it/mmm/mmm-proc/MMM4/221-234-Nikolaeva-MMM4.pdf

2004 Usage-based and knowledge-based descriptions. In: O. Sakiyama et al. (eds.) 
Lectures on Endangered Languages 4 - from Kyoto Conference 2001. Endangered 
Languages of the Pacific Rim. Osaka: ELPR. 83-89.

2003 Possessive affixes as markers of information structuring: Evidence from Uralic. In: P 
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Suihkonen and B. Comrie (eds.) International Symposium on Deictic Systems and 
Quantification in Languages spoken in Europe and North and Central Asia. 
Collection of papers. Izhevsk; Leipzig: Udmurt State University; Max Planck Institute 
of Evolutionary Anthropology. 130-145. 

The Khanty language (with Olga Kazakevič). The Yukaghir language. In: V. 
Mixal’čenko (ed.) Pis'mennye jazyki jmira. Jazyki Rossijskoj Federacii. 
Soziolingvističeskaja ènciklopedija [Written languages of the world. Languages of 
the Russian Federation. Sociolinguistic encyclopaedia]. Vol. 2. Moscow: RAN; 
Academia. 527-553, 739-754. [in Russian]

The structure of the Tundra Nenets noun phrase. In: M. Bakró-Nagy and K. 
Rédei (eds.) Ünnepi kötet Honti László tiszteletére. Budapest: MTA. 315-327.

2002 Possession vs. nominal attribution in Uralic. In: E. Helimski and A. Widmer (eds.) 
Wŭśa wŭśa  – Sei gegrüsst! Beiträge zur Finnougristik zu Ehren von Gert Sauer 
dargebracht zu seinem siebzigsten Geburtstag. Veröffentlichungen der Societas 
Uralo-Altaica 57. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. 239-250.

 Syntaktische Analyse der objektiven Konjugation im Ob-Ugrischen. In: T. Seilenthal 
(ed.) Congressus Nonus Internationalis Fenno-Ugristarum. Tartu: Tartu University. 
454-472.

The Hungarian external possessor in a European perspective. In: C. Hasselblatt 
and R. Blokland (eds.) Finno-Ugrians and Indo-Europeans: Linguistic and Literary 
Contacts. Proceedings of the Symposium at the University of Groningen, November 
22-24, 2001. Studia Fenno-Ugrica Groningana 2. Maastricht: Shaker. 272-285.

A typology of secondary topic constructions. In: A. Kibrik (ed.) Lingvisticheskij 
bespredel. Moscow: MGU. 274-288. [in Russian]

2001 Secondary topic as a relation in information structure. Linguistics 39: 1-49.
The status of schwa in the phonological description of Northern Ostyak. Finnisch-
ugrische Mitteilungen 23: 121-148

2000 The vocalic system of Udihe. Eurasian Studies Yearbook 72: 113-142

1999 The semantics of Northern Khanty Evidentials. Journal de la Société Finno 
Ougrienne 88: 131-159. 

 Object agreement, grammatical relations, and information structure. Studies in 
Language 23: 331-376.

1998 Optimal syllables are not always optimal: A prosodic structure of Yukaghir. Lingua 
105: 201-229.

1997 (with Eugene Helimski). Yukaghir. In: V. Yarceva.Jazyki mira [Languages of the 
world.], Vol. 2. Paleoaziatskie jazyki [Palaeosiberian languages.] Moscow: Indrik. 
155-169. [in Russian]

1995 The Jókai Codex as a hagiographic source: The question of its origin. In: M. Sághy 
(ed.) Annual of Medieval Studies, Budapest: CEU. 135-145.

The Ob-Ugric peoples and literary language: A personal opinion. In: G. Zaicz (ed.) 
Linguistica, Ser. A. Studia et dissertationes, 17. Zur Frage der Uralischen 
Schriftsprachen. Budapest; MTA. 123-128.
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1994 Russian-Yukaghir language contacts. In: V. Pan’kin (ed.) Kontaktologičeskij 
enciklopedičeskij slovar’ [The encyclopaedia of language contacts], Vol. 1. Moscow: 
Akademija Nauk. 153-180. [in Russian]

1993 (with Elena Kovgan and Natalja Koshkareva) Communicative roles in Ostyak 
syntax. Finnisch Ugrischen Forschungen 30: 125-167.

(with Ljudmila Žukova and Ljubov’ Dëmina). Les Yukaghirs. Etudes mongoles et 
sibiriennes 24: 175-190.

1992 Old Yukaghir sources and dialects. Ural-Altaische Jahrbücher 11: 200-210. [in 
Russian]

1991 On the semantic properties of some Mari particles. In: Eurotype Working Papers  
Ser. 5. Adverbials, 101-106. 

1988 On the reconstruction of Proto-Yukaghir: Word-medial consonantism. In: L. Žukova 
and L. Gabyševa (eds.) Yazyk, mif, kultura [Language, myth, culture], Jakutsk: 
JaGU. 42-49. [in Russian]

The correspondences of the Uralic affricates and sibilants. Sovetskoe 
Finnougrovedenie 24: 81-90. [in Russian, summary in English]

1987 On some Northern Asian parallels in folklore. In: Stroj samodijskix i eniseiskix 
jazykov [The structure of Samoyed and Enissej languages.] Tomsk: 
Pedagogogičeskij Institut. 40-49. [in Russian]

1986    A morphonological explanation of two types of stems in Yukaghir. Nyelvtudományi 
Közlemények 88: 261-268. [in Hungarian]

accepted Reciprocals and sociatives in Udihe. In: V. Nedjalkov (ed.) Typology of reciprocal 
constructions. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins. to appear in 2007. 
933-967.

Chuvan and Omok languages? In: A. Lubotzky (ed.) Festschrift for Frederik 
Kortlandt. to appear in 2007.

Ostyak. In: J. Perrot (ed.) Faits de Langues. Paris. 

in progress A constructional analysis of mixed categories: Between nouns and adjectives. 
In: I. Nikolaeva and A. Spencer (eds.) Morphosyntactic mismatches and mixed 
categories. Lingua. 

(with Arthur Merin) Exclamative as a Universal Speech Act Category.

(with Mary Dalrymple) Topicality and nonsubject marking: Agreement, casemarking, 
and grammatical function.

Published abstracts of conference papers

2005 Agreement and the semantics of coordination (with Mary Dalrymple). In: V. 
Podlesskaya et al. (eds.)  Fourth International School in Linguistic Typology and 
Anthropology. September 21-28, 2005. Yerevan, Republic of Armenia. Moscow: 
RGGU. 24-25.
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2003 A challenge to the typology of agreement: NP-internal person agreement.  In: G. 
Booij et al. (eds.) Morphology and Linguistic Typology.  Mediterranean Morphology 
Meeting 4, Catania, Italy, 21-23 September 2003. Catania: Università degli Studi di 
Catania. 92-93.

2002 Secondary topic constructions. In: V. Podlesskaya et al. (es.) Third Winter 
Typological School, January 29-February, 2002. Moscow: RSUH. 60-61.

The mixture of nominal and adjectival properties. In: Jahrestagung der Deutschen 
Gesellschaft für Sprachwissenschaft. Universität Mannheim. 27-02-1.03.2002. 
Mannheim 2002. 169-170. 

(with Farrell Ackerman) Constructions as explanations: Eurasian prenominal 
possessive relatives. In: J.-O. Östman and J. Leino (eds.) Second International 
Conference on Construction Grammar. September 6-8, 2002. University of Helsinki, 
Finland, Helsinki: Helsinki University. 30-31.  

2001 The role of possessive affixes in the pragmatic structuring of the utterance. In: B. 
Comrie et al. (eds.) International Symposium on Deictic Systems and Quantification 
in Languages Spoken in Europe and North and Central Asia. Izhevsk: UGU. 43-46.

External possession constructions in Uralic and Indo-European. In: R. Blokland and 
C. Hasselblatt (eds.) Finno-Ugrians and Indo-Europeans: Linguistic and literary 
contacts. International Symposium, 22.-24. November 2001, Groningen, 
Mitteilungen der Societas Uralo-Altaica 22. Groningen. 52.

Describing grammar vs. documenting speech. In: Second International Conference 
on Endangered Languages. November 30-December 2, 2001. Kyoto, Japan. Kyoto. 
32.

2000 Syntactic analysis of object agreement in Ob-Ugric. In: A. Nurk, T. Palo and 
T. Seilenthal (eds.) Congressus Nonus Internationalis Finno-Ugristarum 
7.-13.8.2000 Tartu, Pars II, Summaria acroasium in sectionibus et symposiis 
factarum. Linguistica, Tartu. 199-200.

1999 Non-local agreement in prenominal relatives (a diachronic account). In: C. de Groot 
(ed.), Third Biannual Conference of the Association for Linguistic Typology, 
Abstracts. Amsterdam, University of Amsterdam. 28.

Some remarks against diachrony in description. In: E. Helimsky (ed.) Diachronie in 
der synchronen Sprachbeschreibung. Hamburg: Societas Uralo-Altaica. 86-91.

1990 The focus of contrast in Northern Ostyak. In: Congressus Septimus 
Internationalis Fenno-Ugristarum. Vol. 2. Debrecen: MTA. 171. 

On the state of the dialectological studies of Ostyak in the USSR in connection with 
the program “Dialectologia Uralica”. In: Mitteilungen der Societas Uralo-Altaica 10, 
59-62.

1987 The category of definiteness in the Yukaghir case systems. In: Semantičeskie i 
pragmatičeskie aspecty jazykovyx jedinic i rečevyx struktur [Semantic and 
pragmatic aspects of linguistic structures.] Moscow: Akademia nauk. 81-83. [in 
Russian]

1986 Yukaghir-Altaic parallels. In: Istoriko-kulturnye kontakty narodov altajskoj jazykovoj 
obščnosti [Historico-cultural contacts of the Altaic peoples.] Tashkent: Akademia 
nauk, 24-25. [in Russian]
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Articles in encyclopaedias 

2006 Relative clauses. In: K. Brown (ed.) Encyclopedia of Language and 
Linguistics. 2nd Edition. Amsterdam; London: Elsevier. Vol. 10. 501-508.

2004 (with Laszlo Honti and Andrej Kaksin) Khanty. Yukaghir. In: V. Vinogradov (ed.) 
Jazyki Rossijskoj Federacii i sosednix gosudarstv [Languages of the Russian 
Federation and neighbouring countries.] Vol. 3. Moscow: Nauka. 301-311, 499-507. 
[in Russian]

2001 Livonian. (with Evgenija Kovedjaeva) Western Cheremiss. In: V. Vinogradov (ed.) 
Jazyki Rossijskoj Federacii i sosednix gosudarstv [Languages of the Russian 
Federation and neighbouring countries.] Vol. 2. Moscow: Nauka. 237-244, 274-283. 
[in Russian]

2000 Hungarian. Votic. In: V. Jarceva (ed.) Jazyki Rossijskoj Federacii i sosednix 
gosudarstv [Languages of the Russian Federation and neighbouring countries.]  Vol. 
1. Moscow: Nauka, 253-260, 267-272. [in Russian]

1999  Alutor. Aleut. Chukchee. Eskimo. Itelmen. Ket. Koryak. Nivkh. Palaeosiberian 
languages. Yukaghir. In: I. Fodor (ed.) A világ nyelvei [Languages of the world.] 
Budapest: Akadémiai Kiadó. 48-49, 54, 261-263, 350-352, 608-609, 643-644, 
716-717, 766, 1058-1059, 1160-1163. [in Hungarian].

1990 (with Eugene Helimski). Yukaghir. In V. Jarceva (ed.) Linguističeskij 
enciklopedičeskij slovar [Linguistic Encyclopaedia.] Moscow: Enciklopedia. 601-602. 
[in Russian]

Reviews

2005 [review article of:] E. Maslova "A grammar of Kolyma Yukaghir". Linguistic Typology  
9: 299–325. 

1997 [review of:] A. Molnár “Weather magic in the Inner Asia”. In: Eurasian Studies 
Yearbook 2, 226-228.

1993 [review of:] U.-M. Kulonen “The Passive in Ob-Ugrian”. In: Voprosy Jazykoznanija  
6, 142-147. [in Russian]

1992 [review of:] V. Salovar “Structural and semantic types of Ostyak simple 
sentences” [in Russian]. In: Linguistica Uralica 28, 124-128. [in Russian]

1991 [review of:] G. Fedorova (ed.) “Materials of the 6th International Finno-Ugric 
Congress” [in Russian]. In: Obščestvennye nauki v SSSR 1, 51-56. [in Russian]

 [review of:] T. Porotova “The category of Plural in the Enissei languages” [in 
Russian]. In: Obščestvennye nauki v SSSR 3, 83-88. [in Russian]

 [review of:] T.K. Verner  “A grammar of Kott” [in Russian]. In: Obščestvennye nauki v 
SSSR 1, 173-179. [in Russian]

1990 [review of:] B.A. Serebrennikov (ed.) “Finno-Volgaic language group” [in Russian]. 
In:  Obščestvennye nauki v SSSR 2, 58-63 [in Russian] 

 [review of:] N.Z. Gadžieva (ed.) “Comparative study of languages of different 
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families: Reconstruction at different levels” [in Russian]. In: Obščestvennye nauki v 
SSSR 6, 43-48. [in Russian]
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