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Understanding Metadata

The main task of metadata is to carry •	 the ability to understand data into the future. 
It is also responsible for supporting preservation, management, retrieval and usage of resources.•	
Technical factors for implementing metadata are undeniably important, but they lie at one end of a spectrum of factors. •	
Metadata for endangered languages reflects the diverse and inchoate nature of the field of language documentation. •	
The bottleneck for metadata is documenters’ expression of their complex and nuanced knowledge about resources.•	
Metadata categories need to be •	 discovered rather than simply predefined.

Language endangerment in the Upper-Lozva Voguls
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Depositor
Gábor Székely

Nationality: Hungarian
Affiliation: University of Pécs

Your access

Deposit
Group represented: Taiga hunters
in the Uralian Mountains,
Upper-Lozva Voguls
Location: Russian Federation,
Sverdlovsk region, Ivdel district,
small villages in the territories of
the tributaries of Upper-Lozva

Language
Language name: Vogul
Language information: Vogul,
Mansi

Home Metadata Resources

Language:

Depositor:

Location:

Language endangerment in the
Upper-Lozva Voguls

Vogul

Gábor Székely

Russia

Summary of deposit

This deposit consists of audio recordings of
10 speakers of Mansi, spoken in Ivdel, North-West Siberia, resulting from fieldwork
conducted between November 2005 and April 2006.

The image shows the depositor, Gábor Székely (right), with one of his consultants, the
hunter Vovka Pakin (left).

Deposit contents

The deposit comprises over 50 audio recordings and lexical resources organised as 18 basic
thematic vocabulary lists, including animals, plants, body parts, dwelling and hunting.

See also the following websites for photos of the depositor’s work with the Mansi people:

http://www.btk.pte.hu/tanszekek/finnugor/szekely/Pakin-jurta.html
http://www.btk.pte.hu/tanszekek/finnugor/szekely/IIexp.html

Find resources by ...

Reset search

Access protocol
 (55)
 (8)

Language
English (1)
Vogul (Mansi) (54)

Type
Audio (54)
Document (1)

Genre
Elicitation (54)
Metadata (1)

Topic
Animal (5)
Bird (6)
Bodyparts (3)
Clothing (3)
Colour (1)
Dwelling (4)
Earth (3)
Fire (4)
Fish (6)
Hunting (3)
Kinship (4)
Mind (1)
Person (1)
Plant (3)
Quantity (2)
Sky (2)
Time (2)
Water (1)

Participants
Albina Anyamova (1)
Aleksandra Anyamova (1)
Kolja Pakin (16)
Misha Pelikov (1)
Mishka Pakin (6)
Olga Pelikova (2)
Petyka Pakin (5)
Tanya Dunajeva (8)
Vityka Pakin (9)
Vovka Pakin (5)

Default access protocol:
Your access roles:
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word cloud illustrating metadata categories of 
ELAR deposits - size reflects frequency

Metadata does more than give a 
prospective user some idea of the 
content of a resource. Metadata 
is responsible for carrying the 
understanding of a resource into the 
future, to a variety of unknown users. 
These users may know little about how 
and why the resource was created and 
organised, what people and events 
were portrayed, and the surrounding 
contexts. In endangered languages 
fieldwork, the depositor may be the 
only person who has access to this 
information, and if it is not passed on 
as metadata, future understanding and 
usage of the materials is diminished.

Description

Using only search-within-metadata for 
data retrieval discriminates against 
many users. Most prefer browsing 
rather than searching, and searching 
forces people to have clear ideas about 
what they want, and how to spell the 
term that might retrieve it. 
Many endangered languages materials 
are sensitive or restricted, so they are 
subject to access control based on 
suitable metadata categories. ELAR’s 
interface clearly displays access 
metadata, and matches an object’s 
access conditions with the user’s access 
rights, so that users do not browse or 
search only to find that the resource 
of interest is inaccessible to them. 

Accessibility/Usability

Classical metadata systems refer to 
simple objects such as books or single 
data files. Language documentations, 
however, are typically composite 
objects such as sessions or bundles, 
consisting of grouped and linked 
files. Metadata plays a key role in 
representing these objects, and, in 
turn, in determining the granularity, 
navigation and usability of the 
screen interface used to access the 
resources. 

Structure/Navigation

Documentation of Mavea

Endangered Languages Archive Not logged in. Login | New user | Feedback | ELAR catalogue

Depositor
Valérie Guérin

Nationality: French
Affiliation: University of Hawai'i
Manoa

Your access

Deposit
Group represented: Mavea
speaking community, located on
Mavea Island, and Deproma,
Espiritu Santo Island, Vanuatu.
Location: Recordings were all
created in Vanuatu. Locations
include: Vunopuma, Saoroi, and
Vunopua (on Mavea Island),
Deproma (Espiritu Santo Island),
Port Vila (Efate Island), Aore and
Tanna Islands.

Language
Language name: Mavea
Language code: mkv [ISO 639-3]
Language information: Mavea,
also known as Mafea. Gloss and
translation in English, with some
Bislama.

   Home Metadata Discussion Resources

Language:

Depositor:

Location:

Documentation of Mavea

Mavea [mkv]

Valérie Guérin

Vanuatu

Summary of deposit

This deposit consists of annotated audio
recordings of speakers of Mavea, spoken
in Vanuatu, resulting from fieldwork conducted between June 2005 and December 2007.

The picture comes from a picture book illustrated by Gabriel Torno, entitled ‘The Bird
Story’, a story in which two birds fight for a hat. The deposit contains recordings of several
different speakers narrating this story: to listen, click on ‘Bird Story’ under Topic in the left
hand panel.

Deposit contents

The collection contains over 160 audio files, many of which come with time-aligned
transcriptions and gloss in English.

Genres include narratives, chronicles, and personal histories.

The language contains three linguo-labials. They are represented in the orthography as p, v,
and m.
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Access protocol
 (156)
 (6)
 (2)

Language
Bislama (13)
English (10)
Mavea (161)

Type
Audio (158)
Image (2)
Spreadsheet (1)
Transcriber (156)
Video (3)

Genre
Chronicle (13)
Conversation (74)
Description (5)
Kastom (6)
Metadata (1)
Narrative (31)
Personal history (3)
Personal story (14)
Procedure (6)
Song (1)
Speech (2)
Word list (5)

Topic
Ais Island (1)
Akalao Bird and Daughter (1)
Akalao and Mother (1)
Aore Island (1)
Before Going to War (1)
Bird Story (7)
Cardinal (2)
Chatting (9)
Circumcision (1)
Coconut Oil (3)
Conch and Sea Snail (1)
Devilish Pig (2)
Directions (1)
Dying (1)
Engagement (1)
First Coconut (1)
Five Fingers (1)
Flying Fox and Parrot (2)
Laplap (2)
Linguo-labials (2)
Numbers (1)
Pig Attack (1)
Pig-killing Ceremony (1)
Piria (1)
Pledge (1)
Plover and Red-head Bird (1)
Prawn (2)
Rat, Short-leg and Octopus (1)
Sickness (9)
Six Sisters (1)
Surae (1)
Swadesh (2)
Talk (62)
Troll (1)
Turtle and Old Man (1)
Turtle and Shark (2)
Tutuba Wild Man (1)
Two Wild Men (1)
Wedding (1)
Where Wild Things Are (5)
White Heron (1)
Wild Apple (1)

Participants
Alfred Moltas Kaman (1)
Allan Natu Lowet (18)
Elsie Fopua Kaman (15)
Fred Kaman (4)
Gabriel Torno (2)
James Sesei Livo (3)
Jo Tavon Livo (4)
John Molsi Livo (2)
Johnatan Nono Livo (1)
Jona Parparu Morris (1)
Judy Vokarae Livo (2)
Lina Vatari Simptia (1)

ld l (3)

Default access protocol:
Your access roles:

Map data ©2010 -

Search engines such as Google may 
be a primary method of discovery, 
and it is useful for linguists to be 
able to search for data via portals 
such as OLAC. However, for a wider 
range of users, discovery potential 
is increased enormously by providing 
faceted browsing of richer detail about 
documentations, since typically only a 
minority of people use a search facility 
to locate content within websites. 

Discovery


