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The Alor archipelago lies in south-east Indonesia, just north of the island
of Timor. It consists of the two larger islands of Alor and Pantar and a
handful of smaller islands. The precise number of languages and dialects
present in the Alor archipelago remains elusive, with realistic estimates
ranging from 15 to 30 languages. Alor island is the largest of the islands,
approximately 80km by 100km in size, with 12 to 20 languages. Four
languages are spoken in the south-west part of the island: Abui, Klon, Kafoa
and Kui. 
After presenting an overview of the linguistic situation on Alor, this paper
will focus on language use and language attitudes amongst Klon and Kafoa
speakers. Although the 600 Kafoa speakers are surrounded by the larger
languages of Klon (5000 speakers) and Abui (16,000 speakers), their culture
remains quite distinct, and with it language attitudes quite different to
those of their neighbours.

