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In Skwxwú7mesh (a Central Salish language spoken in British Columbia, Canada), some perfective predicates yield readings that differ from the “standard” perfective which, following Krazter (1998) places the event time inside the reference time. Other languages which also show a divergence from the standard perfective have been argued to have a different type of perfective (see Singh 1998, Koenig and Muansuwan 2000). In this talk, I propose that the Skwxwú7mesh perfective is, in fact, of the standard type, and that the non-standard perfective readings result from a difference in predicate representation, not a difference in perfectivity. Similar issues arise with some imperfective and progressive predicates, which I suggest can be accounted for by the same approach. Thus, I argue that the distinctions in Skwxwú7mesh are not due to the meaning of grammatical aspect, but to the inventory of predicate representations proposed for the language.
