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Jurtbirrk, known in English as 'love songs', are songs composed in the Iwaidja language and performed mainly on Croker Island and the Cobourg Peninsula, in northwestern Arnhem Land in Australia's Northern Territory. Jurtbirrk songs are performed by one or two men, who accompany themselves on clapsticks (arrilil in Iwaidja) while another man plays didjeridu (ardawirr). The songs are created by a known composer and inspired by actual events, usually concerning love affairs or personal relationships. This paper will report on research conducted with the singers and composers of Jurtbirrk by Linda Barwick, Bruce Birch, Joy Williams and Nicholas Evans as part of the DoBES Iwaidja project.
