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Archi is spoken by some 1200 people in a remote mountain region in Daghestan. It belongs to the Lezgian group, within the Nakh-Daghestanian family. Archi has no immediate contacts with other languages from the Lezgian group; the split from the group is estimated as 1500 years ago.

Archi has an amazingly rich system of inflectional morphology with substantial sets of sub-patterns and varying degrees of irregularity in all its inflecting word classes. The major inflecting word classes are nouns and verbs. Archi noun has up to 70 case-number forms produced from four stems which are not necessarily regularly related to each other. For example, for forming the singular oblique stem alone there are three regular and 19 irregular patterns. A verb has in principle 1,502,839 forms produced from five stems. The following characteristics of Archi morphology, taken separately, are fairly common for Daghestanian languages: 

· the system of four nominal stems serving as independent forms and a base for other case-number forms; 

· the forms of location consisting of a localisation suffix plus a directional case suffix;

· verbs agreeing in gender;

· regular formation of verbal nouns;

· wide usage of agreeing participles and gerunds; 

· the large number of evidential forms, particles and postpositions with morphological slots for agreement

These characteristics can all be found in different Daghestanian languages. It is the preservation of all of them that makes Archi exceptional. The talk will give an idea of the morphological structure of Daghestanian languages more generally, and demonstrate the particular interest of Archi. 

