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Japanese postpositions and Chinese prepositions: a contrastive analysis
This paper attempts to explain the differences between Japanese "noun + postposition" and Chinese "preposition + noun" expressions. Based on a corpus, I describe "categorical meanings" for each noun and verb type that collocates with these affixes, and provide a contrastive analysis accounting for the differences. Such descriptive linguistic study should be accountable not only to linguistic theory but also to the extent to which its explanations play a useful role in language education.

