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The notion of event is largely taken for granted in much recent work in the syntax-semantics interface: essentially an event is what gets packaged within a clause, with its schematic semantics being lexicalized in the verb.  While the verb may be complex semantically, built up in decompositional approaches of basic atoms of sub-events, the lexicalized verb is taken as the function which delimits the event.  However, recent work in cognitive psychology (Gentner and Boroditsky 2001) might lead us to question these assumptions.  They argue that while certain general, perhaps innate, universal cognitive principles concerning objecthood and its types constrain the lexicalization of nouns, no such principles hold for verbs.  There is no strong cognitive principle constraining the lexicalization of verbs and hence no cognitive reason for believing that there is a theoretically interesting, crosslinguistically valid notion of event which underlies the lexicalization of verbs.  I will argue for this claim by looking crosslinguistically, particularly in languages from New Guinea of various genetic stocks, at multi-verb syntactic constructions, commonly known in the literature as serial verb constructions.
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