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Cognitive linguistic research is interested in how grammars of language mark certain conceptual categories. One of the strongest pieces of linguistic evidence for the structure of human conceptual categories is the way languages classify objects. Most Indo-European languages classify objects by gender and number while some languages in other families classify objects by classifier systems, Japanese being an example.
It has been assumed so far that the categorization of objects is mainly an issue of nouns (cf. Lakoff 1987, Craig 1986, etc.), however, Denny (1986) claims that there might be a link between noun classifiers and verbs, that is, classifiers express ontological categories which are special concepts telling us what verbs can go with what nouns. 
 My research empirically demonstrates that the categorization of objects relates to verbs by showing that there is a correlation between the classification of the five Japanese verbs of breaking and that of nouns by classifiers based on the cognitive categorization of objects. I argue that the correlation between the categorization of objects and verbs has cognitive and typological implications. Cognitively, linguistic categorization of verbs which, in particular, manipulate concrete objects reveals the structure of human conceptual categories in a more systematic way than has been assumed in that the conceptual structure has an effect on more than one linguistic category. This will be typologically supported by demonstrating that classifier languages have more differentiated varieties of verbs for manipulating objects (such as "break") than languages without classifiers.
