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Standard Kano Hausa (northern Nigeria) has an elaborate four-term repertoire of deictic elements (adverbs, demonstratives), some minimally distinguished by tone.  Earlier Eurocentric descriptions all misanalyzed the spatial deictic system along a binary speaker-proximal vs distal dimension (i.e., analogous to English, French, German, etc.).  In reality, variation in spatial reference is based on a ternary contrast (1) “speaker-proximal” vs (2) “addressee-proximal” vs (3) “distal from both”, i.e., it is determined by the location of the referent relative to the position of the speech-act participants, including that of the addressee.  These participant-oriented locative meanings also explain the functional distribution of Hausa deictic adverbs and demonstratives as derivative anaphoric (including temporal) expressions.
