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In order to explicate the universal tendencies of negation in language, a handful of cross-linguistic studies have examined the morphosyntactic properties of negative constructions, principally in terms of position and form of the negative element in verbal predicates (Dahl 1979, Payne 1985, Dryer 1989, Miestamo 2003/2005).

Examination of Eleme (Niger-Congo) negative verbal clauses reveals that the language has a substantial number of negative strategies, some of which exhibit morphosyntactic and prosodic properties which are seemingly divergent from anticipated manifestations of negation. In particular, reduplication and tone play a significant role in the marking of negation in the language. It is argued here, using data from Eleme and other (African) languages, that while some properties of Eleme negative constructions are seen as atypical in typological research in this field to date, such qualities are in fact more common in languages than previously acknowledged.

