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Many libraries, museums and other archives have general protocols for managing indigenous cultural resources. These are perhaps particularly focussed on ownership of knowledge and access restrictions on culturally sensitive content. Detailed protocols that are specific to individual resources are sometimes recommended, but it is not clear how widely they are used. This talk describes one such protocol developed recently for a language resource, Gerhardt Laves' 1931 fieldnotes of the Noongar language of the south-west of Western Australia. Over the last couple of years the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies has had these notes digitally imaged and the texts keyboarded. Community consultation for the digitisation project lead to the development of this protocol. The discussion will cover: the nature of the materials; the process of developing the protocol; the social and political context; the aims of the protocol; and its potential consequences for archive managers, indigenous communities and other users. This case is relevant to current language documentation and archiving principles particularly because it demonstrates the complexities that can accumulate over time, especially if the resource is not properly managed.

