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Adjective agreement with coordinated nouns in Finnish presents a puzzling pattern: in some cases, a plural adjective is required with coordinated singular nouns, while in other cases that seem to be syntactically identical, a plural adjective is disallowed. The key to this puzzle lies at the syntax-semantics interface: plural adjectives are required in cases of natural coordination, where a salient close relation holds between the conjuncts, but disallowed in cases of accidental coordination. The semantic distinction between natural and accidental coordination has a syntactic reflex in Finnish, where only the features of the natural coordination structure are compatible with the agreement requirements of plural adjectives.  While in many languages the natural  and accidental coordination are distinguished morphosyntactically, at the level of constituent structure, the paper shows that in Finnish and some other languages there is no dierence in constituent structure between the two types of coordination.  Rather, the dierence is apparent at functional structure, and is shown by patterns of modifier agreement.  The proposed functional structure of natural coordination structures is more like that of a compound or plural lexical noun.

