
Ethnolinguistic Distinctiveness: Some Social Psychological Data 
 

Itesh Sachdev  
SOAS-UCL CETL in ‘Languages of the Wider World’ &  

Dept. of Linguistics, SOAS 
 

“Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic 
minorities…have the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice 
their own religion, and to use their own language in private and in public, 
freely and without interference or any form of discrimination“ (Article 2:1, 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or 
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, 1992) 

This presentation will focus on the ethnolinguistic vitality of minorities.  An overview of the 
relationship between language and identity from a social psychological perspective will be 
presented followed by some empirical data amongst members of South Asian minorities in 
diaspora.  
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