Patterns of pronominal alignment in Northern Talyshi

Like most fellow languages of the Iranian stock, Northern Talyshi presents an ergative split triggered by perfective verbal forms. A minimal declension characterises nouns in the singular, opposing the unmarked direct (absolutive) case to the marked oblique case. In accusative constructions, the subject is in the direct case, while the object takes the oblique case only if definite. Conversely, ergative constructions show oblique A against absolutive O, the feature ‘definiteness’ being apparently neutralised. If compared with nouns, pronouns are morphologically richer. In particular, they exhibit a special accusative form involved in a further split. Whereas 3-person pronouns pattern with nouns, 1/2-person pronouns in perfective clauses show anything but an ergative behaviour, as they regularly occur in either double-oblique or accusative-like constructions.

Anomalies in pronominal alignment are reportedly common to other Iranian languages (Haig to appear) and possibly to other varieties of Talyshi (Yarshater 1996). As for Northern Talyshi, scholars have explained the phenomenon by either evoking an accusative “contamination” of the whole nominal domain (Miller 1953) or stressing the high ranking of 1/2-person pronouns in Silverstein’s lexical hierarchy (Schulze 2000). Insightful as they are, both readings encounter problems if tested on a cohesive text sample. The variety of constructions found in the sample calls for a further approach liable to combine the semantic issue of definiteness / animacy with the morphosyntactic relations between (pro)noun marking and agreement. Crucial to this approach is a diachronic investigation illuminating the evolution of the pronominal declension, with emphasis on the formation of an innovative accusative form.  

  (

