Directional verbs in Arop-Lokep and Karnai

ABSTRACT
Arop-Lokep and Karnai are two closely related Austronesian languages spoken on neighbouring islands in Papua New Guinea. Long Island is wholly occupied by speakers of the Arop dialect of Arop-Lokep, while the Lokep dialect covers the whole of Tolokiwa; Karnai occupies only a small coastal section of the larger Umboi Island. The directional verb systems of the two languages contain obviously cognate forms but differ radically in usage. In this talk I will describe and exemplify the two systems, and will consider how they may be accounted for at least partially in terms of the different histories and migration patterns of the two groups and the different geography of their territories.

Notes for presentation

Epeli Hau’ofa argues that “most non-islanders tend to view the sea as a barrier, but for Pacific Islanders, the sea is a medium of connection between distant places.” (Hau’ofa 1993 in McDougall 2004: 130).

· implications for directional systems – the sea isn’t a barrier in Karnai but it is a one-way barrier in Arop (coming inland, the verbs change at the coast).

· is it a barrier in Papuan languages? What about Kovai and Bilua?
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