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A sketch grammar is something many linguists intend to write during a language documentation and description (LDD) project. But although many institutions and authors freely use the term, sketch grammars have not yet been investigated or defined as a genre of grammars. Therefore it's not clear what a sketch grammar is or isn't, what it should or shouldn't contain, who it should and shouldn't be for or why people would or wouldn't read or write a sketch grammar rather than for example a reference grammar.
In my presentation I will sketch possible contents and structures of LDD sketch grammars based on the users and functions an LDD sketch grammar can be expected to serve. Furthermore, I want to illustrate how sketch grammars interact with the various components and factors which make up the LDD paradigm. Finally, I will show how sketch grammars have both "documentary" and "descriptive" features and that they can therefore be seen as a link between the documentary and descriptive sides of linguistic research.
