DATA MODELLING – VIDEO SHOOTING & METADATA

[Solution to the metadata exercises at ELDP training, March 2010, by DJN]

The most important omission/confusion was about whether language is an attribute of a person, a recording, or something else. It turns out that in this little “fieldwork world”, a person is a participant (ie called a consultant or informat etc) by virtue of using a particular language (obvious really!) so that we need to recognise an important category, say “consultantcy”, which is a relation between a language and a recording event. This had to be fixed because “language” is so important to our domain.
The other conflation was between recordings and recording events. Being rainy etc is not really a property of a recording but of the recording event circumstances. And “track number” is not part of the event but the recording. Also, a given event might have given rise to many recordings (what they would call “takes” in the film world).
Further work: The suggested solution below does not represent the groups. How might you do this?



	LANGUAGE

	ID
	language_name

	1
	Hokkien

	2
	Arabic

	3
	Welsh


	SPEAKER

	ID
	name
	gender
	nationality
	DOB

	1
	Sim
	M
	Malaysia
	

	2
	Meili
	F
	Taiwan
	

	3
	Lameen
	M
	Algeria
	

	4
	Jenny
	F
	Wales
	


	RESEARCHER

	ID
	name

	1
	Selene

	2
	Eric

	3
	Chikako


	LANG_CONSULTANT

	speaker_ID
	lang_event_ID
	language_ID

	1
	1
	1

	2
	1
	1


	LANG_RECORDER

	researcher_ID
	recording_event_ID
	role

	1
	1
	filming

	2
	1
	holding cables


	LANG_EVENT

	ID
	place
	weather
	configuration
	image

	1
	grassy knoll
	rainy
	2 speakers sitting on bench. Selene standing 1.5m in front of them
	rec32465.png

	2
	entrance of SOAS
	
	2 people sitting chatting
	rec903.png


	RECORDING

	track number
	lang_event_ID
	content
	duration

	1
	1
	conversation
	

	2
	1
	more converation
	

	3
	2
	about Sim’s family
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