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FirthDay 2010 programme

Khalili Lecture Theatre 

School of Oriental and African Studies, London
17th June 2010


9.30 Welcome: Paul Webley (Director, SOAS)

Morning: Historiographical Perspectives

9.40 Leendert Plug (Leeds) A brief resumé of the life and career of J. R. Firth

9.55 Joanna Przedlacka and Michael Ashby (UCL): Firth at UCL, 1923-1938
10.25 John Coleman (Oxford): J. R. Firth's Teaching in the Phonetics of Indian Languages at Oxford

10.40 Jean-Luc Chevillard (Paris-Diderot 7): Firth's 1934 "Short outline of Tamil pronunciation" revisited

11.10 Tea/coffee break

11.40 Elena Battaner-Moro (Madrid): Meaning, Function and Context: Foundations of Firthian Linguistics

12.10 Jacqueline Léon (Paris-Diderot 7): From war time to Makerere Conference: Firth's restricted languages

12.40 Julia Gavrilova (Moscow): The reception of J. R. Firth's ideas in Russia

1.10 Buffet Lunch

Reminiscences

2.00 Frank Palmer (Reading): Relations with Firth both personal and academic (1950-7)

2.10 Joanna Przedlacka and Michael Ashby (UCL): Firth remembered - interviews about Firth recorded by Beverley Collins

2.25 Elena Battaner-Moro and Lutz Marten (Madrid and SOAS): The 're-discovery' of the Firth papers, with an updated version of the handlist of items in the Firth collection in SOAS archives.

Afternoon: Contemporary Impacts

2.40 John Local, Richard Ogden, Leendert Plug and Gareth Walker (York, Leeds and Sheffield) System and structure in the context of everyday talk

3.10 Shanti Ulfsbjorninn (SOAS) The Firth Representations in Phonology: Melody/Prosody interactions into the 21st Century.

3.40 Tea/coffee break


4.10 Gregory Garretson (Boston University) A framework for corpus-based analysis of word meaning based on Firthian principles

4.40 Lutz Marten (SOAS) Meaning, function and context in Bloomsbury: fifty years on

5.20 Final remarks; wine reception

Refreshments, a buffet lunch and an early evening wine reception will be provided.
Booking information


The cost for registration is £14, which includes tea and coffee, lunch, and the wine reception - please complete the registration form as soon as possible.

Students/unwaged can attend for free, but should still register in advance.

Organised jointly by the Oxford University Phonetics Laboratory and the Department of Linguistics, SOAS.


We warmly appreciate the support of the Philological Society and the Henry Sweet Society for the History of Linguistic Ideas.

